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INTELLIGENCE MEORANDU -

AIDDLE EAST -

Situation Report ;Number 8
(as of 0G30 CWT)

TIME 4ILITARY SITUATION

GENE"RAL ..

1.- There is little ac ivity reported on the Egyptian
front. Occasionial firing was noted yestcarday and on through
the early evening hours. UN observers reported explosions
near Suez City during the evening. They also ruported that
al observation post noar the "city could not bc occupied
probably due to the fi.riing--suggesti ng that the city may
not be completely Secured as .the Israelis had previously 25X1
claimed. The air activity dctoctod ovor the evening was
light with no indiation that ithe air forces of either side
has been drawn into an £i qhtlig.

2. The Syrian front is, quiet. No air activity-I-.sranal
or Syrian--was reportud durin' the late evening and early
morning hours-, although Israeli aircraft returned to the
air at dawn.
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Jordanian . ow racing the IBrael.is in
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the Vicilnity of 1.l Hara, will be replaced by a Syrian
unit today. 'The brignac will be withdrawn to a second
line position-. With the Iraqi forces now in Syria
Scheduled to be withdrawn soon, Syrian forcos will begin
to occuPy all Poisitions opposite- the Israeli salient.

ISRAELI, EGYPTIAN OFICERS AGREE ON THIRD AILMY RESUPPLY

4. A meeting early today betwedn Esgyptian and
Israeli officers, under the auspicos of UN observers, -
rosultod in an agreement al.owing the resupply of the
Egyptian -Third Army on the 'east bank. The officnrs, who
met on Israeli-held territory inside Egypt, also dis-.
Cussed cease-fire lines and agreed to hold further nego-
tiations at an unspecificd time. The Israelis agrood to
allow a convoy of 100 trucks driven by UN porsonnel to
pass through Israeli lines rith non-military supplies
for ..the Third Army.

SOVIET' AIRLIFT

25X1

SOVIET SE1ALIFT 25X1

6. No addiLional suspect Soviet arms carr .ers have.
entered the sealift to the Wdd a East since the

25X1 an 26 October.
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STATUS Ot SOVIET FORCES 1

8. The US aircraft car icrs Indopendence and Franaklin
9. Roosevelt are on station south of Crete and the USS John
Fr. Kennedy was Scheduled to arrive this morn'in 25X1

25X1

MRYKA ON 'ISRAELI P.ENETRATION OF WEST BANK

Today's Al Ahram carried an article by 4uhammad-
Heykal the editor of the 'ir fluential Cairo newspaper, in
which Heykal seeks to explain the cause and'significance
of the- Israeli ponetration df the west bank. Heykal
charges that US photographid intelligence acquired"on 13
October, w passed to Tel Aviv, permitting the _Iraelia
to attack the weakest points of the Egyptian lines on the
east bank of the Suez Canal.s H1eykal claims that most of
the Israeli gains on the wcst- bank occurred after the 22
October cease-fi re. He describs thte Egyptian military
situation de still, good, 'tnd claims Tsraeli forces on
the west bank consist only of sorme "guerrilla ta.nks,"
without concentration or deyth. Thu article maintains
that the Egyptian army holds large parts of Sinai. The aim'
of the article is to minimite the seriousness of the Israeli
penetration and to suggest that tho situation w-as not caused
by any Egyptian deficiency. -

CAIRO PAPER ASSESSES SECRETARY KISSINGER'S STATEMENTS

1.0.' Cairo's Jumhuriyah newspaper contends in a Sunday
editorial that in Secretary Kissinger's recent press con-
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fdronce statrents is discerned "a new tuno" in regard
to US views toward the Aiddle Eaut situation. The paper
says the shift in US view' was signaled by Secretary
Kissinger's comment that tsrael must now be ready for
the "permancnt, just peace demanded by the Security
Council," and by the secrLtary's statement that the US
is ready to- use diplomatic leverage to got negotiations
started. Jumhuriyah argues that the US's "new tune" stems
from Washinon's~ realization of the dimensions of the
new si.tuationl in the :Middle East, a situation created by
Arab solidarity and the effective support of the Soviet
Union.

UA ITED .N14ATIONwS

11. On Saturday night, the UN Securit.y Council voted
14-0--with China riot participating--to approve Secretary
General-Waldheim's proposal to establish a 7,000--man UN
Emergency Force for the Middle East. The f'orce vrill vervo
for i;ix months, but the' security Council can extend its
operattions. The emergency force will be financed 'by
assessments made by tho general Assembly under Article 17
of the UN charter; Secretary General Waldheim estimates.
the Six-month' cost of thd force to be $30 'million. China
has. announced it will not help pay for the force, and
Soviet Ambassador Malik said his 'goverrurent's position In
regard to the financing Of such operations is Well known-
the Soviet Union in the bast has declined to, contribute:
to peacekeeping operatioi a.

12. The UN emergedcy force will be composed of a
nuiber of nationals to b$ contingents selected by Waldheim
in consultation with thetiSecurity Council, and the parties
concerned, "bearing in mind the accepted principle of
equitable geographic repi-eaentation."

AALIX(-SCALI DIALOGUE COi TINUES.

13. Ambassador Scli met with Soviet Ambassador Malik
following the Security Council meeting of 27 October. They
continued their discussion of possible US and Soviet parti-
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cipation on the United Nations truce supervisionl teams
as well as the staffing afth UN Emner enicy eorce.

Ambassador Malik' said his.. .
nrc tBona were to onsurc that. US and 2oviet -observers

would be fully intograted into the U& Truce Supervisory
Organization "so that th4 two countries would have-the
same confidential information from the same place."-Failure
to reach agreemcnt on this point could "torpedo "the under-
standing" now existing, Malik said, a development which--
according to the ambasoador--the Soviet Union would like
to avoid.

14. Referring to ihc principle of ''equitabl'.
geographic diserib'ution" iicluded in 'the UN 'Security
CQUncil. resolution adopted earlier on 27 Uctooer,' Malik
argued that the UN F-morgency Force should have contingonts;
from four Soviet bloc codntries, to yo along with' the
Finns, Swedes, Aistrians, and Canadians who are'-already
active, Ambassador Scall rplied that the Us 'thought that
no- country actively hostile to either of the belligerents
should be included in thd emergency force. Malik reportedly
looked pained and called ;this an "unfriendly, cold war-
kind of approach.".

ALLON ON NEGOTIATIONS.

15. Israeli Deputy Prime Minis tar Allon said yesterday
he wou-ld not oppose a return of Israeli and 'gyptian armies
to their pre-6 October positions as a firs t step toward
initiating talks with Egy t. Allon also said- Tel.Aviv might
allow Egyptian forces to remain on tho' east bank 'if this
were nocessary for the start of negoLiations. He said he
hoped contacts on the military level would lead 'to talks
regarding a durable peace!, which he' said should be based on
four points: defensible borders; effective reciprocal
security arrangements, inyluding controlled demiliLarizationf

- a balance of powor between the parLies in the disputer and
peace treaties.

t
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PRISONERS OF WAR

16. Israel reports that it holds about 4,600 Arab
prisoners of war. The names " of about 1600 of the prisoners
in 'the hands of tne 1WDlhave already been given to: the
International Red Cross. This group incldes 1',265'Egyptians,
354 Syrians, 17 Iraqis, and 5 Moroccans. The remaining 3,000
prisoners, most of whom are said to be Egyptians, have not
been processed, and it will take several days to get name
lists to the Red"Cross. ;

17. Foreign Ministe'r Eban oxpressed concern yesterday
over what his government considers to be the uncooperative
behavior of Egypt and Syriaconcerninq Israeli POWs. He
charged that Damascus has hot forwarded tic name' of a single.
Israeli prisoner to the Red rar , and that Cairo has
submitted only. 40 names. The foreign minister said that
his government knows that EFypi holds "some hundreds" of 25X1
Israeli prisoners. In addi.tion, Eban said that Tel Aviv has
been receiving some "macabre" rp orts concernin

-- etmnt Af catuedIsraelis .

18. Eban stressed the central role of a satisfactory
resolutiol of the POW issup to any hope for progress toward
a Middle Eastern settlement.

MOROCCO'S CALL FOR. ARAB FO'RETG AND IDEFENSE MIN ISTERS MEE'ING

19. According to the official Moroccan news agency,
seven Arab states--Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, and Syria--have accepted King Hassan's proposal
for a meeting of Arab foreign and defense ministers to
establish a common position on Middle East issues. Egyptian
Foreign Minister Zayyat reportedly has expressed interest
in the proposal.
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JORDAN

Husayn's image- has been considerably enhanced with wide-
sprcad' agreement--except among diehards--that he played
his 'cards skillfully. .tyres' adat's prestige diminished
somewhat as an appreciaton cif the changed military situation
settled in. Sacrotary ..of Stdte Kissingor 's press -conference
was well-receivod' by better educated Jordanians. The US
image also improved vis-a-vis the Soviet Union when .the
Soviets were perceived to compromise Leir pro-Arab stand
to preserve detente. There. is some indication that the man-
on--the-stroct and radical Palestinians took a more cynical
viow of US actions on the assumption that the US kept the

- Sovtots at bay merely Lo alow the Israelis to consolidate
their military position.

25X1
ISRAEL'S INTER NATIONAL 'POSI'2ION

Foroign nintster A n
has expressed the view that $srael's position has been
Strengthened by the 19/3' conflot because the 'viorld' saw
that the Arabs started the war'and had foregono a political

tinn in aonne en Rcnrdinag to theembass 25X1

some countries have severe les w
Tel' Aviv for rea ns no directly related to the territorial

25X1 issue, there is a disinclination abroad
to acep he thesis that' a ilitarily powerful -country like -
Israel needs a large teriitorial buffer for its security.
Moreover, many countries probably will not agree with the
current Israeli argument that the 1973 war proves this thesis.
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